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to them, and refused to leave It. They were
the men who had fought for the Republic for
three years, and who had given themselves up
as hostages to the Revolution, The Constitu-
tional party naturally coalesced against them
and the aristocratic portion of the exiles,
whose one thought was to regain the suprem-
acy, and what they called the " aristocracy
of regicides," whose one thought was to keep
possession of it, Madame de Stael in vain
protested her republican sentiments in her dis-
courses, as she had formerly protested her
monarchical sentiments; in vain she pushed
conviction to the point of defending the
famous decrees in the maintenance of two
thirds of the Convention; but she convinced
no one. The Convention accused her of not
loving the Republicans, as the Court had once
accused her of not loving the Royalists, The
fact is that privately her preferences remained
with her old-time friends, and that the majority
among them openly conspired to overthrow
the Republicans, if not to destroy even the
Republic itself, The clash of self-interests
poisoned still more the political suspicions.
A republican among aristocrats, Madame de
Stael remained, from valorous motives as
much as from a sense of justice and from
sympathy, an aristocrat among republicans, order to attract to it those
